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17 January 2007

Councillor Neil Swannick

Executive Member

Environment & Planning

Manchester City Council 

Town Hall 

MANCHESTER  M60 2LA

Dear Councillor Swannick

Changes to City Centre Parking

I am writing further to the recent information outlining proposals to change the hours of operation of the controlled parking zone (CPZ) within the city centre.  I understand the City Council is currently consulting residents and businesses on proposals to extend the hours of operation Monday to Friday from the current 8am to 6pm to 8am to midnight and also to extend the hours of operation on Saturdays to include Saturdays and Sundays.

I am writing to advise you that City Centre Councillors are opposed to this proposal because it will seriously adversely affect many residents in the city centre.  Although some residents do not own cars because they live and work within the city centre, this is not true of all residents.  Many residents, although choosing to live in the city centre, actually work elsewhere and it is often inconvenient to travel by public transport, therefore, they require a car for convenience purposes.  In addition many residents do not have parking within their apartment block or it is prohibitively expensive and therefore rely on on-street parking.  

The City Centre Residents’ Parking Scheme is inadequate because it does not have designated residents’ bays and only operates restrictive times in the morning and late afternoon.  The take up of the scheme has been very poor and many residents are highly critical of it.  The introduction of additional hours as part of the CPZ will therefore mean that residents will have to `feed’ meters to park their own cars outside their apartment blocks, which is wholly unacceptable.  City centre residents have been a major contributor to the successful regeneration of Manchester City Centre by populating the city centre in recent years.  It now seems that the City Council is intent on penalising those very people who have made Manchester such a huge success.  

Page 2/…

Many businesses will also be adversely affected by these proposals.  Rather than reducing congestion it will be displaced so that parking will take place on the perimeter of the CPZ, mainly in residential areas such as Hulme and Ardwick that already experience serious parking problems during the day time by commuters parking their cars outside residents’ homes and walking into the city  centre.  This will now occur in the evening, causing further inconvenience and upset to many residents in those areas.  I am sure your colleagues who represent those areas will be able to verify this point.

I am in favour of taking reasonable steps and measures to reduce congestion and increase a parking availability.  However, many of the city centre car parks are available for parking which would reduce on-street congestion but they are financially prohibitive.  There used to be night time rates available but these gradually seem to have been eliminated and now many of the car parks are under utilised.  I think the City Council, in its negotiations with NCP, should look at this issue before introducing any on-street charges after 6pm.

I also understand there is concern about congestion, particularly parking on single yellow lines.  As a result of a recent review of parking in the city centre many of the single yellow lines were reduced and replaced by double yellow lines so people cannot park at these locations during the evenings and on Sundays.  If there was a concern about congestion then it should have been tackled as part of this parking review and not now brought forward at this late stage.

Finally, I am very disappointed by the lack of consultation and the short period of time by which Councillors, residents and businesses have to respond to these proposals.  Ward Councillors for the City Centre were only told of these proposals one day before the consultation document was issued to residents and businesses, which was inadequate.  Many people will simply see these proposals as a way of the City Council making more money out of residents and visitors through parking charges and will not have any serious impact on reducing congestion, particularly when public transport remains so poor within the city.  Many people will see it as being detrimental to the night time economy, in particular with people preferring to go to other locations where there are no parking charges.  I very much hope that the City Council will reconsider this proposal and I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Yours sincerely
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Councillor Marc Ramsbottom

Liberal Democrat Councillor – City Centre Ward

cc:  Councillors Ken Dobson & Elaine Boyes   
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